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7 
Narration

Writing That Tells Important Stories

Learning Outcomes In this chapter, you will learn to

• List the four basics of narrative paragraphs and essays.

• Identify main events for support in narratives.

• Provide sensory details and examples for main events in narratives.

• Recognize transitions commonly used in narration.

• Write a narrative paragraph or essay with a clear main idea, str ong support, and 
chronological organization.

One of the earliest kinds of writing that children encounter is a story. Parents often read 
stories to children, and students hear stories in elementary school. But stories are not just 
for children; many kinds of practical writing require that we tell what happened, whether 
we are writing a history essay, filing an insurance report, or blogging about a vacation. 
When we tell the story of what happened, we are narrating.

Understand What Narration Is
Narration is writing that tells the story of an event or an experience; sometimes 
the story itself is called a narrative.

Four Basics of Narration

1 Main Idea: An effective narrative paragraph or essay reveals something of 
importance to the writer (the main idea).

2 Primary Support: It includes all the major events of the story.

3 Secondary Support: It brings the story to life with specific details about the major 
events.

4
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Organization: It presents the events in a clear order, usually according to when 
they happened (logical organization).
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In the following paragraph, the numbers and colors correspond to the four basics 
of narration.

1  Last year, a writing assignment I hated produced the best writing I have done.  
2  When my English teacher told us that our assignment would be to do a few hours 

of community s ervice and w rite about i t, I wa s f urious. 3  I am a sin gle mother,  
I w ork f ull-time, a nd I a m g oing t o s chool—isn’t t hat en ough? 4  The n ext d ay, 

2  I spoke to my teacher during her office hours and told her that I was already so 
busy I could hardly make time for homework, never mind housework. My own life 
was too full to help with anyone else’s life. 3  She said that she understood and that 
the majority of her students had lives as full as mine. 4  Then 3  she explained that the  
service assignment was just for four hours and that other students had enjoyed both 
doing t he a ssignment a nd w riting a bout t heir exp eriences. S he s aid t hey w ere a ll 
surprised and that I would be, too. 4  After talking with her, 2  I decided to accept 
my fate. 4  The next week, 2  I went to the Community Service Club and was set 
up to spend a few hours at an adult day-care center near where I live. 4  A few weeks 
later, 2  I w ent t o t he Cr eative C are C enter in C ocoa B each, n ot k nowing w hat  
to expect. 3  I found friendly, approachable people who had so many stories to tell 
about their long, full lives. 4   The next thing I knew, 2  I was taking notes because 
I was interested in these people: 3  their marriages, life during the Depression, the 
wars they fought in, their children, their joys and sorrows. I felt as if I was experi-
encing everything they lived while they shared their history with me. 4  When it 
came time to write about my experience, 2  I had more than enough to write about:  
3  I wrote the stories of the many wonderful elderly people I had talked with. I got 

an A on the paper, and beyond that accomplishment, I made friends whom I will visit 
on my own, not because of an assignment but because I value them.

In co llege, t he w ord narration m ay n ot a ppear in w riting a ssignments. 
Instead, an assignment mig ht a sk you to describe t he e vents, report w hat h ap-
pened, o r retell w hat h appened. Words o r p hrases t hat c all f or a n account of  
events are situations that require narration.

First Basic: Main Idea in Narration

Main idea in narration: What is important about the experience is 
that ____________.

Teaching Tip: 
Throughout Part 2, 
students are given 
examples of key words 
that signal a need for 
narration, illustration, 
description, and so on. 
Show students sample 
assignments and ask 
them to identify key 
words and the type of 
writing these words 
call for. To broaden the 
discussion, students 
might also bring in 
assignments from 
other courses. See 
also “Understanding 
a Writing Prompt,” 
Chapter 14, in the 
Instructor’s Manual.
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In a n arrative, t he t opic s entence (p aragraph) o r t hesis s tatement (es say) 
usually includes the topic and the main idea the writer wants to emphasize in 
the story. Let’s look at a topic sentence first.

Paragraph: Topic  + Main idea  = Topic sentence

My first day at my new job was nearly a disaster.

Remember that a topic for an essay can be a little broader than one for a paragraph.

Essay: Topic  + Main idea  = Thesis statement

Over the course of my summer internship, I became a more confident 

and skilled worker.

Whereas t he t opic s entence i s f ocused o n j ust o ne w orkday, t he t hesis s tate-
ment considers a s eason-long internship. Th e p aragraph and es say m odels on  
pages 109–10 use the topic sentence (paragraph) and thesis statement (essay) 
from this main idea section. (The thesis statement has been revised slightly.)

PRACTICE 7–1  Writing a Main Idea

Look at the example narrative paragraph on page 102. Fill in the diagram 
with the paragraph’s topic sentence.

PRACTICE 7–2  Deciding on a Main Idea Answers will vary.

For each of the following topics, write a main idea for a narration. Then 
write a sentence that includes your topic and your main idea. This sentence 
would be your topic sentence (paragraph) or thesis statement (essay).

Example:

Topic: A fight I had with my sister

Important because: It taught me something.

Teaching Tip: 
Some students have 
difficulty writing a 
thesis statement that 
is a complete sentence; 
instead, they may write 
a fragment or title. 
Help students evaluate 
their sentences for 
completeness in this 
practice activity. For 
more on fragments, 
direct students to 
Chapter 17.

Topic  + Main idea  = Topic sentence

A writing assignment produced the best writing I have done.
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Main idea: I learned it is better to stay cool.

Topic sentence/Thesis: After a horrible fight with my sister, I learned the 
value of staying calm.

1. Topic: A powerful, funny, or embarrassing experience
Important because: Answers will vary.

Main idea:
Topic sentence/Thesis:

2. Topic: A strange or interesting incident that you witnessed
Important because:
Main idea:
Topic sentence/Thesis:

Second Basic: Primary Support in Narration
In narration, support demonstrates the main idea—what’s important about the 
story. For most narratives, the primary support includes the major events in the 
story. Give careful thought to the events you will include, selecting only those 
that most clearly demonstrate your main idea.

Teaching Tip: Ask 
students to write 
down a joke they have 
heard. Then identify 
the structure of one 
or two of their jokes, 
focusing on the major 
events and significant 
supporting details.

PRACTICE 7–3  Choosing Major Events

Choose two items from Practice 7-2 and write down the topic sentence or 
thesis statement you came up with for each. Then, for each topic sentence/
thesis statement, come up with three events that would help you show 
your main idea.

Example

Topic: A fight I had with my sister

Topic sentence/Thesis: After a horrible fight with my sister, I learned the 
value of staying calm.

Events: We disagreed about who was going to have the family party. She 
made me so mad that I started yelling at her, and I got nasty. I hung up 
on her, and now we’re not talking.

1. Topic: A powerful, funny, or embarrassing experience
Topic sentence/Thesis: Answers will vary.

Events:

2. Topic: A strange or interesting incident that you witnessed
Topic sentence/Thesis:
Events:
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Third Basic: Secondary Support in Narration
When you write a n arrative, include examples and details that will make each 
event easier to visualize and un derstand. Th e descriptive details that s upport 
each major event should be specific and should appeal to a reader’s senses: sight, 
touch, taste, sound, or smell. Read the following paragraph from Amy Tan’s essay, 
“Fish Cheeks,” which appears in f ull on pages 117–18. Th e first sentence intro-
duces the major event (“a strange menu”), and the rest of the paragraph provides 
supporting sensory details:

On C hristmas E ve, I s aw t hat m y m other h ad o utdone h erself in cr eating  
a strange menu. She was pulling black veins out of the backs of fleshy prawns. 
The kitchen was littered with appalling mounds of raw food: a slimy rock cod 
with bulging e yes that p leaded not to b e thrown into a p an of hot oil. Tofu, 
which looked like stacked wedges of rubbery white sponges. A b owl soaking 
dried fungus back to life. A plate of squid, their backs crisscrossed with knife 
markings so they resembled bicycle tires.

To emphasize how different this meal is from a t raditional American meal, 
Tan co uld h ave j ust li sted t he m enu i tems: p rawns, r ock co d, t ofu, f ungus, 
and s quid. B ut r eaders acc ustomed t o t urkey a nd dr essing mig ht n ot b e a ble 
to  imagine t hese C hinese foods. S o Tan provides s ensory det ails; she helps us 
see and feel the food. For example, the prawns are “fleshy,” and there are “black 
veins” that must be removed from them. Even if you have never eaten prawns, 
you can visualize this menu item more effectively because of her description.

Another s trategy f or addin g des criptive det ails in n arration i s t o u se di a-
logue. Dialogue o ccurs w hen you quote w hat a p erson s aid in a co nversation, 
allowing readers to “hear” a speaker’s voice. For example, look at what one stu-
dent wrote about encouragement from a coach after a particularly difficult loss:

Back in t he lo cker r oom, C oach Or mand didn’t t ell u s w hat w e did w rong. 
Instead, he encouraged us to keep trying.

While t hese s entences g ive t he r eader im portant inf ormation, t hey do n’t 
provide a lot of detail. Look at this revision to the paragraph. Why is this version 
more effective?

Back in t he lo cker r oom, C oach Or mand didn’t t ell u s w hat w e did w rong. 
Instead, he huddled us together and said, “Gentlemen, you lost today. But you 
are not losers. What I saw today tells me you are winners. If you keep playing 
with as much heart as you did t oday, pretty soon the scoreboard is going to 
show what I already know: you are winners.”

“Coach,” I answered, “I don’t feel like a winner.”
“Maybe not. But it’s not what you feel that makes you a w inner. It’s what 

you do when you walk out of here,” he replied.
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Notice the following features of dialogue:

• The dialogue is introduced by the word said and a comma.
• There are quotation marks at the beginning and at the end of the spoken lines.
• The quoted dialogue begins with a capital letter.
• A change in speaker is signaled by a new paragraph.

The word said is part of a sig nal phrase (a n ame—Coach Ormand—or pronoun— 
he, she, they—plus a verb), which lets the reader know a quote is coming. Other 
verbs, such as ask, demand, claim, suggest, explain, yell, or whisper, may also be 
used in sig nal p hrases, dep ending o n t he a ttitude o r b ehavior o f t he s peaker. 
Writers often use signal phrases in dialogue.

Teaching Tip: A fun 
way to encourage 
critical thinking in the 
context of narration 
is to ask students for 
examples of urban 
legends, ghost stories, 
conspiracy theories, or 
other “amazing stories” 
they have heard. Then 
ask them what type 
of support would be 
needed to prove or 
disprove such stories. 
Students can also 
explore urban legends 
at Snopes.com, which 
provides evidence 
to prove or debunk 
popular stories and 
rumors.

PRACTICE 7–4  Giving Details about the Events

Write down the topic sentence or thesis statement for each item from  
Practice 7-3. Then write the major events in the spaces provided. Give a 
detail about each event.

Example

Topic sentence/Thesis: After a horrible fight with my sister, I learned the 
value of staying calm.

Event: We disagreed about who was going to have the family party.

Detail: Even though we both work, she said, “I’m just too busy—you 
will just have to do it.” Her voice was bossy and demanding.

Event: She made me so mad, I started yelling at her, and I got nasty.

Detail: I brought up times in the past when she had tried to pass 
responsibilities off on me, and I told her I was sick of being the one 
who did everything.

Event: I hung up on her, and now we are not talking.

Detail: I was so mad I threw my phone into the wall, shattering my 
screen and putting a dent in the paint. I was mad, but I shouldn’t 
have lost my cool. After three days of not talking to her and hearing 
only the sound of her voicemail instead of her quirky, high-pitched 
laugh, I knew it was time to apologize.

1. Topic sentence/Thesis: Answers will vary.

Event:

Detail:

Event:

Detail:
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Event:

Detail:

2. Topic sentence/Thesis:

Event:

Detail:

Event:

Detail:

Event:

Detail:

Fourth Basic: Organization in Narration
Narration usually presents events in the order in which they happened, which is 
referred to as time (or chronological) order. As shown in the paragraph and essay 
models o n p ages 109–10, a n arrative s tarts a t t he b eginning o f t he s tory a nd 
describes events as they unfolded.

Using Transitions in Narration
Transitions h elp r eaders f ollow t he c hronology in a n arrative, a nd t hey m ove 
readers smoothly from one main event to the next.

Common Transitions in Narration
after eventually meanwhile since

as finally next soon

at last first now then

before last once when

during later second while

Teaching Tip: The 
transition words 
in this list include 
both subordinating 
conjunctions and 
conjunctive adverbs. 
Emphasize the 
difference by asking 
students to pay 
attention to the use 
of commas in Practice 
7-5. Point out that 
conjunctive adverbs 
at the beginning 
of a sentence are 
followed by a comma, 
whereas subordinating 
conjunctions are not.

Using a Graphic Organizer in Narration
A graphic organizer is a t ool that helps you organize and understand primary 
and secondary support in paragraphs and essays, so you can see the big picture 
of how a paragraph or essay is arranged. As a writer, you can use this information 
to make adjustments if needed. As a reader, you can use a graphic organizer to 
identify and understand the primary support and secondary supporting details 
in a text.

Graphic organizers for narration include the main idea followed by the major 
events and supporting details in order. You may add as many boxes as needed.

The following graphic organizer illustrates the paragraph on page 109.
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Main Idea: My first day at the job was nearly a disaster.

Major Event 1: Hour late 
due to traffic jam

Secondary Support:

Left on time

Construction caused traffic 
backup—took an hour to go 

seven miles

Tried a detour but got lost

Arrived full of stress

Secondary Support:

My training = accounts 
payable, coworker’s training 

= accounts receivable

Worried about making 
mistakes

Had to ask questions, which 
took time

Spent 30 minutes on a 
procedure that should take 

only 5 minutes

Major Event 2: Had to fill in 
for coworker

Secondary Support:

Set of file labels erased

Detailed summary of billing 
erased

Exhausted and ready to cry

Supervisor spoke kindly and 
sent me home

Major Event 3: Computer 
crashed, erasing documents

Teaching Tip: Ask 
students to brainstorm 
transitions a writer 
could use to indicate 
major events or 
supporting details in 
the narrative, based 
on the graphic. They 
can compare their 
suggestions with the 
paragraph on page 102.

PRACTICE 7–5  Using Transitions in Narration

Read the paragraph that follows, and fill in the blanks with one of the 
following: after, at, at last, before, during, earlier, eventually, once, next, then, 
when, while. When you have finished, create a graphic organizer to illustrate 
the organization of the paragraph. (Note that more than one option may 
be correct.) 

Multilingual Tip:  
Help students 
distinguish between 
prepositions 
(followed by nouns 
and noun phrases) 
and subordinating 
conjunctions (followed 
by a subject and a 
verb).

Some historians believe that as many as four hundred women 
disguised themselves as men to serve in the U.S. Civil War (1861–1865). One 
of the best known of these women was Sarah Emma Edmonds.  
         At          the beginning of the war, Edmonds, an opponent of slavery, 
joined the Union Army, which fought for the free states.        When      
President Abraham Lincoln asked for army volunteers, she disguised 
herself as a man, took the name Frank Thompson, and enlisted in the 
infantry.     During     her military service, Edmonds worked as a male nurse 
and a messenger.        While      serving as a nurse, she learned that the Union 
general needed someone to spy on the Confederates.       After       extensive 
training, Edmonds took on this duty and, disguised as a slave, went behind 
enemy lines. Here, she learned about the Confederates’ military strengths 
and weaknesses. Eventually, she returned to the Union side and went back 
to work as a nurse. In 1863, Edmonds left the army after developing malaria. 
She was worried that hospital workers would discover that she was a woman. 
As a result of her departure, “Frank Thompson” was listed as a deserter. In 
later years, Edmonds, under her real name, worked to get a veteran’s pension 
and to get the desertion charge removed from her record.      At last     , in 1884, 
a special act of Congress granted her both of these wishes.
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Paragraphs versus Essays in Narration
For more on the important features of narration, see the “Four Basics of Narration” on page 101.

109

1  My f irst day at my new job was nearly a di saster.  
4  First,  2  a traffic jam from highway construction caused 

me to be a half hour late. 3  I had left myself plenty of time 
for the commute, but because of the traffic backup, it took 
me nearly an hour to t ravel s even mi les. 4  At one p oint,  
3  I t ried a detour to avoid traffic, but I ended up getting 

lost. 4  By the t ime 3  I f inally pulled into the employee 
parking lot, I was already full of stress. 4  After I arrived in 
the office, 2  I di scovered that I w ould have to fill in f or a 
sick worker whose job I was not familiar with. 3  I had been 
trained in accounts payable, while my sick colleague worked 
in accounts receivable. Although I had some understanding 
of this job, I was worried about making mistakes and had to 
ask coworkers a lot of questions, which took a lot of time. For 
example, I estimate that I spent a half hour on a billing pro-
cedure that would take an experienced worker five minutes. 
4  Near the end of the day, 2  my computer broke down, 

erasing two documents that I had been working on. 3  One 
was a sm all s et o f f ile l abels, b ut t he o ther wa s a det ailed 
summary of the day’s billings. 4  At this point, 3  I wanted 
to put my head down on my desk and cry. Seeing my distress, 
my s upervisor c ame b y a nd k indly s aid, “ You h ave h ad  
a lo ng, h ard d ay a nd do ne g reat w ork. W hy do n’t y ou g o 
home and make a f resh start tomorrow?” I wa s grateful for 
the kindness, and I c ame around to thinking that if I co uld 
handle this type of day on the new job, I co uld handle just 
about any day.

Paragraph Form

1  Main Idea: The 
main idea is often 
narrower for a 
paragraph than for an 
essay; notice that the 
topic sentence 
(paragraph) is focused 
on just one workday.

2  Primary Support: 
In a narrative, the 
primary support 
usually consists of the 
main events in the 
story.

3  Secondary 
Support: Paragraphs 
usually offer one to 
three sentences per 
event.

4  Organization: 
Transitions move 
readers from one event 
to another or from one 
detail to the next.

Consider Readers as You Write a Narrative

Ask Yourself

• Do I have a main idea that is clear and interesting for readers?

• Have I included all the major ev ents readers will need to know about?

• Have I provided enough detail to bring each major event to life for readers?

• Have I organized my ideas and details logically so readers can follow  
the story?
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Several of my friends question whether summer 
internships are really worthwhile, especially if the pay 
is lo w o r n onexistent. H owever, t he r ight in ternship 
definitely pays off professionally in the long run even 
if it doesn’t financially in the short run. 1  The proof 
is in m y o wn s ummer m arketing in ternship, w hich 
made me a far more confident and skilled worker.

4  During the first two weeks of the internship, 
2  I r eceived t horough t raining in e very p art of my 

job. 4  F or exa mple, 3  m y imm ediate s upervisor 
spent t hree f ull d ays g oing o ver e verything I w ould 
need to do to help with email campaigns, online mar-
keting efforts, and other promotions. She even had me 
draft a promotional email for a new product and gave 
me feedback about how to make the message clearer 
and more appealing. I also spent a lot of time with 
other staffers, who taught me everything from how to 
use t he p hotocopier a nd p rinters t o h ow t o p ull 
together m arketing a nd s ales m aterials f or ex ecutive 
meetings. M ost im pressive, t he p resident o f t he 

1

4  B y s ummer’s en d, 2  I h ad ad vanced m y 
skills so much that I was asked to return next summer. 
3  My s upervisor told me t hat she was p leased not 

only with all I had learned about marketing but also 
with t he responsibility I t ook for e very aspect of my 
job. I did not roll my eyes about having to make pho-
tocopies or help at the reception desk, nor did I seem 
intimidated b y b igger, m ore m eaningful t asks. 
Although I ’m n ot gu aranteed a f ull-time j ob a t t he 
company a fter g raduation, I t hink m y c hances a re 
good. Even if I don’t end up working there long term, 
I am grateful for how the job has helped me grow.

4  In the end, the greatest benefit of the intern-
ship might be the confidence it gave me. I have learned 
that no matter how challenging the task before me—at 
work or in real life—I can succeed at it by getting the 
right inf ormation a nd input o n a nything unfa miliar, 
working ef fectively w ith others, and t ruly de dicating 
myself t o do ing my b est. My t ime t his p ast s ummer 
was definitely well spent.

3
company took some t ime out of a b usy afternoon to 
answer my questions about how he got started in hi s 
career and what he sees as the keys to success in the 
marketing field. As I explained to a friend, I got a real 
“insider’s view” of the company and its leadership.

4  Next, 2  I g ot hands-on experience with lis-
tening t o c ustomers a nd addr essing t heir n eeds. 3  
Specifically, I s at in o n meetings w ith new c lients and 
listened t o t hem des cribe p roducts a nd s ervices t hey 
would like the company’s help in promoting. They also 
discussed t he m essage t hey w ould li ke t o g et acr oss 
about their businesses. After the meetings, I sat in on 
brainstorming sessions with other staffers in w hich we 
came up with a s m any ideas a s we could about c am-
paigns t o addr ess t he c lients’ n eeds. A t f irst, I didn ’t 
think anyone would care about my ideas, but others lis-
tened to them respectfully and even ended up including 
some of them in the marketing plans that were sent back 
to the clients. I learned later that some of my ideas would 
be included in the actual promotional campaigns.

2

Essay Form

2  Primary Support: 
In a narrative essay, the 
primary support is 
usually stated in a topic 
sentence, with one key 
supporting idea in 
each body paragraph.

1  Main Idea: In an 
essay, the main idea is 
usually stated in a 
thesis statement. The 
main idea may be 
broader for an essay 
than it is for a 
paragraph.

3  Secondary 
Support: Body 
paragraphs in essays 
usually include three to 
eight sentences.

4  Organization: 
Transitions move 
readers from one event 
to another or from one 
detail to the next.

110
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Read and Analyze Narration
To become a more successful writer, it is important not only to understand the four 
basics of narration on page 101 b ut to read and analyze examples as well. In this 
section, you will use a rubric to evaluate the first draft of a narrative paragraph by 
Jelani Lynch. Then you will look at a polished student literacy narrative by Morgan 
Xiong. Next, you w ill s ee how A lice Adoga uses narration in h er f ield of s ocial 
work. The final example is a narration essay by Amy Tan, a professional writer.

Teaching Tip: If 
you have samples 
from a previous class, 
bring in full papers or 
paragraphs and ask 
students to use either 
the rubric following 
“My Turnaround”  
below or the “Four 
Basics of Narration”  
to evaluate samples 
and recommend 
revision goals.

Student Narration Paragraph
Read this f irst draft of a n arrative paragraph. For this f irst draft, the instructor 
asked students to focus on the main idea, supporting content, and organization. 
Using the four basics of narration and the sample rubric that follows, decide how 
effective this draft of the paragraph is, and then recommend one or two goals for 
the student’s next draft.

Multilingual Tip: 
Many immigrant 
student writers are 
reluctant to evaluate 
samples. Working in 
pairs or groups can 
alleviate their concerns.

Assignment: Write a paragraph about one moment or a decision that 
made a significant difference in your life. You should use clear transitions 
to indicate the passage of time, and you should use enough detail to bring 
the story to life for your reader.

Jelani Lynch

My Turnaround

Before my big turnaround, my life was headed in the wrong direction. I grew 
up in t he city and had a t ypical sad story. In this world, few positive male 

role models are available. I played the game “Street Life.” The men in my neigh-
borhood did not have regular jobs; they got their money outside the system. No 
one except my mother thought school was worth much. I had a history of doing 
poorly in school. My pattern of failure in that area was pretty strong. When I was 
seventeen, though, things got really bad. I wa s arrested for possession of crack 
cocaine. I was kicked out of school for good. During this time, I realized that my 
life was not going the way I wanted it to be. I was headed nowhere. I knew that 
way of life, because I was surrounded by people who had chosen that direction. 
I did not want to go there anymore. When I made that decision, my life started 
to change. First, I m et a m an who had had the same kind of life I did . He got 
out of that life. He has a h ouse, a w ife, and children, a long with great c lothes. 
He became my role model, showing me important lessons. Since meeting him, I 
have turned my life around. I graduated from high school, something I thought 
I would never do. Working with him, I have had the opportunity to do a lot of 
things. Now, I am trying to help my community, and I have a bright future with 
goals and plans. I have turned my life around and know I will be a success.
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Rubric for Narration
1 
Falls below 
expectations

2 
Nearly meets 
expectations

3 
Meets  
expectations

4 
Exceeds 
expectations

Main idea  
(first basic)

No clear main 
idea or purpose is 
present.

Main idea is too 
broad/narrow for 
assignment.

Main idea is 
appropriate but 
dull, or purpose is 
unclear.

Main idea is 
engaging with 
a clear sense of 
purpose.

Support (second  
and third basics)

Irrelevant events 
and details are 
included; they do 
not convey main 
idea.

Some relevant 
events and details 
are present to 
suggest a main 
idea.

Main events and 
details are relevant, 
and main idea is 
clear but more 
details are needed.

Main events and 
details are relevant 
and vivid; they 
create a clear main 
idea.

Organization  
(fourth basic)

Organization is 
unclear or illogical.

Organization is 
inconsistent.

Organization 
is logical, but 
some transitions 
are missing or 
inappropriate.

Organization 
is logical, with 
smooth transitions 
throughout.

Evaluating the Paragraph Answers will vary.

1. Does the paragraph show the four basics of narration? Explain.

2. Using the rubric as a guide, what is the strongest part of the paragraph?
The weakest?

3. Write a response to this writer, using one of the following to frame your
response:

a. One thing I would like to know more about is ____________.

b. What I liked best about the par agraph is ____________.

c. In your next draft, you might consider adding ____________.

Student Narration Essay

Morgan Xiong

A War for Words

Preview Xiong’s essay is a literacy narrative, or the story of reading or writing expe-
riences. Look at the title of the essay and skim the first paragraph. What question do 
you think she will answer in this essay?
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From the beginning, I was always surrounded by books. You could say I had 
a similar upbringing to Sherman Alexie’s. In the beginning of Alexie’s essay 

“Superman and Me,” he tells about his past and the influence his father had on 
his de veloping lo ve o f li terature. F or m e, i t wa s m y m other. I r emember h er  
taking my brothers and me to the library at least once a week, and we never left 
without something to read. As I grew older, I discovered that people would write 
their own stories online, and it was free for anyone to look at! This discovery was 
one of the best things to ever happen in m y life. Sadly, although reading came 
easy to me, writing was another story. B ecause of my experiences in theater, I 
am a fairly decent writer now. But before my time in drama class, writing was a 
never-ending war. Some battles I won, while others had me retreating, ready to 
wave a white flag.
2 When I first started elementary school, I used to have multiple notebooks 
that were supposed to be diaries. The reason why they weren’t diaries was because 
inside each notebook were not my thoughts from day to day or gossip that my 
neighborhood friends had shared with me, but mostly blank pages. The few that 
weren’t blank had random pictures that I had drawn or scribbles that I put so that 
it would look like I wrote something. I scribbled illegible nonsense because I was 
in love with the idea of being able to write stories. Then I would have been just 
like the authors I loved to read. However, whenever I would sit and try to write, 
my mind would go blank. Each and every time I wanted to create something, I 
would get nothing done. Time would pass, and I w ould give up on storytelling 
and just draw. So, my notebooks became sketchbooks instead. Score: Writing 1, 
Morgan 0.
3 Writing s till wa sn’t e asy for m e l ater on in s chool, but a t le ast t hen I h ad 
teachers who would give the class a basic idea and then let the children run wild 
with it. I remember in third grade, we had a writing assignment about an animal 
of our choosing going on some kind of adventure. At the t ime, I wa s obsessed 
with Barbie of Swan Lake. So, I wrote a tale about a swan whose pond was hit by 
a crazy storm that swept her away. Alone and homesick, she had to embark on 
this epic journey across foreign lands. Later, in my sixth grade earth science class, 
we had to write about the process of the water cycle. So, I w rote about Timmy 
Raindrop’s travels, how he first started in a l ake and then how he would soar to 
the sky and wait in t he clouds until the time was right. He would then free fall 
back down to earth. Both of these writings got pretty good feedback, and they 
made me feel better about my writing capabilities. Score: Morgan 2, Writing 1. I 
was in the lead, or so I thought.
4 I m ay h ave w on t he f irst f ew b attles, b ut t he wa r wa s fa r f rom o ver. M y 
freshman year of high school started, and I couldn’t write fictional stories about 
humanized raindrops and talking lost swans for grades anymore. My writing had 
to come from resources and research and not be fabricated from my imagination. 
What was this blasphemy? Not only that, but it seemed that no matter how much 
I tried, I couldn’t get anything right. I would try to make what we were working 
on more fun for me and throw in a t wist. My teacher didn’t like that too much 
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and my grade would suffer. So I would try my best to wrap my head around how 
an assignment was originally intended to b e, but by t hen I wa s b ored w ith i t. 
The constant searching and having to make up an opinion on something did not 
interest me. And then having my research back up my made-up opinion was ago-
nizing as well. Because I half-heartedly did the work, again, my grades suffered. 
I started to lose faith in everything I did. It came to the point where I didn’t turn 
anything in because it was either incomplete or I didn’t even start it at all. I felt 
like my elementary self. No matter how long I sat in front of the open notebook, 
nothing would come to mind. I couldn’t get any ideas down. I was ready to admit 
defeat.
5 We m oved t he en d o f m y f reshman y ear. I k ept in co ntact w ith m y b est 
friends, but it just wasn’t the same. They were no longer a ten-minute walk away. 
I was alone and didn’t know what to do with myself. So to liven my life up a bit, 
I decided to make theater my elective class during sophomore year. It was a great 
call on my part. I found where I truly belonged, my discourse, you might call it. 
Linguist James Paul Gee explains that a discourse is sort of “an identity kit.” He 
describes it as a wa y a p erson speaks or writes to show they belonged to a cer -
tain group. Discourses can relate to ethnicity and even employment fields. I had 
found myself, my identity, through theater. Soon, my grades improved tremen-
dously because I wanted to pursue acting. I knew I couldn’t do it if I was stuck in 
high school. During my time in dra ma class, I le arned so many new things, all 
of which assisted me academically and recreationally. For example, script anal-
ysis gave me some great habits to help me when I had research papers to do. 
Also, while at Thescon, a few friends and I took a writing workshop. This taught 
me better ways to organize my chaotic imagination so that I co uld connect my  
stories or regular writing projects to a greater degree.

Thescon: a conference 
for actors (or thespians) 
and others involved in 
theater

6 Being a t hespian has allowed me to do n umerous things. Not only could I 
tell my own stories that I h ad longed to produce, but I co uld a lso be a p art of 
someone e lse’s. My war against w riting may never end. However, w ith t heater 
under my belt, all the battles I face f rom here on out will be downhill, and with 
little doubt, I will conquer them.

Write to Read: Annotate 

 1. Identify the main idea and under line or highlight the main events in Xiong’s 
story.

 2. Put exclamation points by the most effective descriptions in her narrative.

Write to Read
Answers will vary, 
but suggested 
answers appear in 
the student essay.

Read to Write: Think Critically Answers will vary.

 1. Xiong repeats the image of a battle or competition by giving a score in her 
essay. How do these images suppor t her main idea?

 2. Xiong refers to two writers, Sherman Alexie and James Paul Gee. Why do you 
think she does this? Does she give readers enough information about these 
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Profile of Success: Alice Adoga
Narration in the Real World

Title Family Service Specialist

Background In January 2007, I moved 
from West Africa, Nigeria, to the United 
States at the age of eighteen to live with 
my stepmom and three siblings. Before 
leaving Nigeria, I knew my life was going 
to change a great deal. However, I had no 
idea what these changes would be. In the 
fall of 2007, I star ted the twelfth grade at 
Franklin High School after taking many of 
Virginia’s grade-level standardized tests. 
Not only did I have to deal with cultural 
differences, I also had to adjust to the 
educational system of this country. In my 
English classes, I was lacking in grammar, 
and I had difficulties writing research 
papers. I was always self-conscious about 
my writing and panicked when asked to 
write a paper. After graduating from high 
school in 2008, I decided to further my 
education at Paul D. Camp Community 
College (PDCCC). While at PDCCC, I had to 
take developmental English, and I strug-
gled through most English classes during 
my freshman year in college. I worked very 

closely with all my English teachers and 
professors in college. I also had several 
tutors assist me with my papers. Although 
my grammar has improved, I am still 
lear ning how to be a better writer today.

Writing at Work My writing at work 
is an objective narrative of reports from 
mandated reporters and clients’ docu-
mentation during intake assessment or 
investigations. My job requires accurate 
documentation of interactions with clients 
during interviews and any interactions 
carried out with child victims and anyone 
involved. Reports made to our agency 
need to be documented in the Online 
Automated Structured Information System 
(OASIS). Part of my job is to write out 
accurately what has been reported to me 
during interviews to help give the reader 
a better picture of what took place during 
the incident. After interviews with a client, 
I write a descriptive narrative of what was 
said to me without inclusion of personal 
thoughts or opinions.

Alice Adoga
Family Service 
Specialist

COURTESY OF ALICE ADOGA

writers to understand why they appear in her story? If Xiong brought this paper 
to your group for peer review, what suggestions (if any) would you make about 
these two references?

Use Reading Strategies: Summarize Answers will vary.

Review the sk ills y ou lear ned in Chapt er 1, pages 18–20, and then wr ite a shor t 
summary of Xiong’s essay.

Reflect and Respond Answers will vary.

Did you struggle with reading, math, wr iting, or other sk ills in school when y ou 
were younger? How does y our experience compare with Xiong’s? Write a par agraph 
describing your difficulty and how you overcame it.
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Workplace Narration

Alice Adoga

Incident Description

Preview This narrative is a report based on an interview. Skim the narrative and 
make a note of the names that appear. Who are the participants in the narrative?

Caller, Ms. Joyce Baton, stated that she knows that Courtney Moses is leaving her 
seven-year-old daughter, Lilian Moses, at home alone in the evening several 

nights of the week and all day during the weekends without any food.1 Also, the apart-
ment has been without power for the past three weeks.2 Caller informed this worker 
that she noted several times over the past month that Lilian has come over to their 
house after school and near dinnertime to see their daughter, Melody Baton. Caller 
informed this worker that Lilian and her daughter Melody go to the same school and 
ride the same bus to and from school. Whenever she stops by their house, Lilian asks 
if she can join Melody for dinner because “Mom doesn’t have anything for me to eat.” 
Ms. Baton stated that her daughter and Lilian “hang out” after school, and sometimes 
Lilian stays over for dinner. Ms. Baton says she always makes Lilian call her mother to 
get permission, and she has even talked with Ms. Moses about Lilian’s frequent dinner 
requests. Ms. Baton reports that Ms. Moses does not mind that Lilian stays over and 
profusely thanks her for letting Lilian eat dinner with them. When this first began, 
Ms. Baton thought Lilian just didn’t like what was being offered at home. However, 
Ms. Baton said she recently began to notice that Lilian “wolfs her food down” when 
she eats and is always finished earlier than her family. Lilian has told Ms. Baton on a 
few occasions, “We don’t have any food left.”
2 Ms. Baton stated that Melody is in the same class as Lilian. Melody told 
her that Lilian did n ot have food in h er lunch bag several t imes last week. 
She also told her that Lilian asks other kids for food at school and on the bus.  
Ms. Baton has been to the Moses’s home but has not been comfortable talking with  
Ms. Moses about the lack of food. Ms. Baton is concerned because her daughter 
has come home every day this week and reported that Lilian was begging for food. 
She has begun putting extra sandwiches and fruit in her daughter’s lunch to share 
with Lilian. Ms. Baton informed this worker that she saw Lilian and her daugh-
ter get on the bus this morning. They use the same bus stop. Lilian is currently 
at All Kings Elementary School. The address is 1539 Lakeview Drive, Lakely,  
Virginia 23333. Ms. Baton stated that she wants to remain anonymous because no 
one knows she is calling us. She believes Ms. Moses knows about Lilian’s behavior.

Write to Read: Annotate 

 1. What is your main impression of what is happening in the M oses’ home?  
Number the primary details that support the main impression.

 2. Underline or highlight any secondary details that help tell the story.

Write to Read
Answers will vary, 
but suggested 
answers appear 
in the Workplace 
Narration.
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Read to Write: Think Critically 

 1. Who is the intended audience for this report, and what is its purpose? 

 2. Sometimes Adoga uses quotation marks in the narrative, and other times she 
does not. What is the difference? 

Read to Write
Answers will vary, but 
suggested answers 
appear below.
1. The audience may 
be a court or legal  
representative; the 
purpose is to  
document details for 
records.
2. Quotes are used to 
show exactly what 
was said, not a report 
of what was said.

Use Reading Strategies: Create a Graphic Organizer 
Following the model on page 108, cr eate a g raphic or ganizer t o sho w the major 
events in Adoga’s narration. Compare your chart with a classma te’s. Do you have the 
same number of major events? If not, discuss the differences.

Use Reading 
Strategies
Answers will vary, 
but a suggested 
answer appears 
in the Instructor’s 
Manual.

Reflect and Respond Answers will vary.

How is this r eport diff erent in st yle and t one fr om the nar ratives of Tan (p .  118) or 
Xiong (p.  113)? Why do you think this is the case? What are other situations in which 
you might be asked to write in this objective style, without adding comments?

Professional Narration Essay

Amy Tan

Fish Cheeks

MIREYA ACIERTO/GETTY IMAGES

Amy Tan was born in Oakland, California, in 1952, several 
years after her mother and father emigrated from China. 
She studied at San Jose City College and later San Jose  
State University, receiving a B.A. with a double major in 
English and linguistics. In 1973, she earned an M.A. in 
linguistics from San Jose State University. In 1989, Tan 
published her first novel, The Joy Luck Club, which was 
nominated for the National Book Award and the National 
Book Critics Circle Award. She has written six other novels, 
as well as several short stories and essays. The following 
essay was originally published in Seventeen (a magazine for 
girls ages 13–19).

Preview  Skim the first paragraph. What conflict do you think the narrator in this 
story will have to face?
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I fell in love with the minister’s son the winter I turned fourteen. He was not 
Chinese, but as white as Mary in the manger. For Christmas I prayed for this 

blond-haired boy, Robert, and a slim new American nose.
2 When I f ound o ut t hat my p arents h ad invited t he mini ster’s fa mily o ver 
for Christmas dinner, I cr ied. What would Robert think of our shabby Chinese 
Christmas? W hat w ould h e t hink o f o ur n oisy C hinese r elatives w ho l acked 
proper American manners? What terrible di sappointment would he feel upon 
seeing not a roasted turkey and sweet potatoes but Chinese food?
3  On Christmas Eve I saw that my mother had outdone herself in cr eating a 
strange menu. She was pulling black veins out of the backs of fleshy prawns. The 
kitchen was littered with appalling mounds of raw food: a s limy rock cod with 
bulging e yes t hat p leaded not to b e t hrown into a p an of hot oil. Tofu, w hich 
looked like stacked wedges of rubbery white sponges. A bowl soaking dried fun-
gus back to life. A plate of squid, their backs crisscrossed with knife markings so 
they resembled bicycle tires.

appalling: horrifying

4 And then they arrived—the minister’s family and all my relatives in a clamor 
of doorbells and rumpled Christmas packages. Robert grunted hello, and I pre-
tended he was not worthy of existence.

clamor: noise

5 Dinner threw me into despair. My relatives licked the ends of their chop-
sticks and reached across the table, dipping them into the dozen or so plates of 
food. Robert and his family waited patiently for platters to be passed to them. 
My relatives murmured with pleasure when my mother brought out the whole 
steamed fish. Robert grimaced. Then my father poked his chopsticks just below 
the fish eye and plucked out the soft meat. “Amy, your favorite,” he said, offering 
me the tender fish cheek. I wanted to disappear.
6 At the end of the meal, my father leaned back and belched loudly, thanking 
my mother for her fine cooking. “It’s a polite Chinese custom to show you are sat-
isfied,” explained my father to our astonished guests. Robert was looking down at 
his plate with a reddened face. The minister managed to muster up a quiet burp. 
I was stunned into silence for the rest of the night.
7 After everyone had gone, my mother said to me, “You want to be the same 
as American girls on the outside.” She handed me an early gift. It was a miniskirt 
in beige tweed. “But inside you must always be Chinese. You must be proud you 
are different. Your only shame is to have shame.”
8 And even though I didn’t agree with her then, I k new that she understood 
how much I had suffered during the evening’s dinner. It wasn’t until many years 
later—long after I had gotten over my crush on Robert—that I was able to fully 
appreciate h er les son a nd t he t rue p urpose b ehind o ur p articular m enu. For 
Christmas Eve that year, she had chosen all my favorite foods.

Multilingual Tip: 
Multilingual student 
writers readily identify 
with Tan’s struggle to be 
a part of two cultures. 
Encourage students to 
explore the tensions 
facing immigrants and 
their families in the 
United States. If   
native-born students do 
not connect to the story 
at first, invite them to 
read Lisa Parker’s poem 
“Snapping Beans” and 
compare the speaker’s 
experience to Tan’s 
story.

Write to Read: Annotate 

 1. Identify the main idea and under line or highlight the major events in the story. 

 2. List all the transition words and time references that Tan uses to help readers 
follow the story. 

Write to Read
Answers will vary, 
but suggested 
answers appear in 
the reading and 
below.
1. The main idea is 
that Tan learned not 
to be ashamed of her 
Chinese heritage.
2. See highlighted 
text in the reading.
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Read to Write: Think Critically 

1. Why is this essay called “Fish Cheeks”?

2. The essay was originally published in Seventeen magazine. How does this
information help you understand Tan’s intended audience and her choice of
details?

3. Does Tan’s attitude about being Chinese change dur ing the story? Explain.

Read to Write
Answers will vary, 
but suggested 
answers appear 
below.
1. The image of “fish 
cheeks” shows Tan’s 
connection to her 
family and culture.
2. Tan focuses 
on the feelings of a 
pre-teen throughout 
the narrative.
3. She seems slightly 
embarrassed at 
first, but she is more 
comfortable with 
both cultures at the 
end.

Use Reading Strategies: Paraphrase 
In Chapter 1, you learned how to paraphrase, to explain a concept briefly in your own 
words so tha t others can understand it . Review the inf ormation about par aphrasing 
in Chapter 1, pages 14–15, and then study the f ollowing example:

Use Reading 
Strategies
Answers will vary, but 
suggested answers 
appear below.
1. Tan’s mother 
recognized Tan’s 
 desire to fit in and 
look like American 
girls.

 

2. Tan’s mother told 
her to stay connected 
emotionally to 
 Chinese culture and 
celebrate it.
3. Tan’s mother said 
that being Chinese 
is not the problem; 
being ashamed of 
being Chinese 
culture is.

Original: A my Tan s ays, “ I f ell in lo ve w ith t he mini ster’s s on t he w inter I 
turned f ourteen. H e wa s n ot C hinese, b ut a s w hite a s M ary in t he m anger. 
For C hristmas I p rayed f or t his b lond-haired b oy, R obert, a nd a s lim n ew 
American nose.”

Paraphrase: Amy Tan suggests that she was not happy with her obvious Asian 
features, and at the age of fourteen, she wanted to be more American, with a 
blond boyfriend and an attractive nose.

In her essa y, Tan descr ibes impor tant w ords her mother said t o her. R ead these 
quotes fr om Tan’s mother and par aphrase each one . M ake sur e tha t y ou c over the 
original quot e while y ou ar e wr iting so tha t y ou a void a cut -and-paste par aphrase 
(see Chapt er 1). You can beg in each par aphrase this w ay: “Tan’s mother sa ys  
that ____________.”

1. Tan’s mother says, “You want to be the same as American girls on the outside.” 

2. Tan’s mother says, “But inside you must always be Chinese. You must be proud
you are different.” 

3. Tan’s mother says, “Your only shame is to have shame.” 

Reflect and Respond Answers will vary.

1. Have you ever been embarrassed by your family or by others close to you? Write
about the experience and describe what you learned from it.

2. Write about a time when you felt different from other people. How did you
react at the time? Have your feelings about the situation changed since then? If
so, how?
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Grammar for Narration
Because narration describes events as they unfold over t ime, it is important to 
pay attention to verb tenses when you are editing a narrative paragraph or essay. 
Be consistent in your use of tenses, and make sure the tenses fit the order of the 
events in the narrative. Take a look at some of the tenses used in sentences from 
Amy Tan’s essay:

Sentence Tense Explanation

I fell in love with the 
minister’s son the winter I 
turned fourteen.

Simple past Use simple past for major events 
in the story.

When I found out that my 
parents had invited the 
minister’s family over for 
Christmas dinner, I cried.

Past perfect Use past perfect for events that 
occurred before the major events 
in the story.

Robert was looking 
down at his plate with a 
reddened face.

Past progressive Use past progressive for actions 
that were in progress during the 
major events.

For more information about verb tenses and verb endings, see Chapter 20.

Write Your Own Narrative
In this section, you will write your own narrative essay based on one of the fol-
lowing assignments. For help, refer to the “How to Write Narration” checklist on 
page 123.

Assignment Options: Writing about College,  
Work, and Everyday Life
Write a narration paragraph or essay on one of the following topics or on one of 
your own choice:

College • Tell the story of how a teacher, coach, or other mentor 
made a difference in your life.

• Interview a college graduate working in your field. Tell that 
person’s story, focusing on how he or she achieved success.

Teaching Tip: 
Additional assignment 
ideas are included in 
the Instructor’s Manual. 
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Work • Write about a situation/incident that made you leave  
a job.

• Write about your own work history, guided by a  
statement that you would like to make about this history 
or your work style. Here is one example: “Being a people 
person has helped me in every job I have ever had.” You 
might imagine that you are interviewing with a potential 
employer.

Everyday Life • Write about an experience that triggered a strong emo-
tion: happiness, sadness, fear, anger, regret.

• Find a campus community service club that offers short-
term assignments. Take an assignment and write about 
your experience.

Assignment Options: Reading and Writing Critically
Complete one of the following assignments that asks you to apply the critical 
thinking, reading, and writing skills discussed in Chapter 1.

Writing Critically about Readings
Both Alice Adoga’s “Incident Description” (p. 116) a nd James Roy’s “Malicious 
Wounding” (p. 164) require the writer to tell a s tory objectively, recording only 
the facts. Review both of these pieces. Then follow these steps:

 1. Summarize. Briefly summarize the works, listing the major events in each.
 2. Analyze. Identify the intended audience for each piece and consider how 

the details used reflect the purpose and audience. List any types of exam-
ples or details the authors could have added to their reports. Also, write 
down any questions that the pieces raise for you.

 3. Synthesize. Using examples from either Adoga’s or Roy’s stories and  
from your own experience, write about an observation in your own life. 
Choose an event that was significant and write about it clearly and with 
detail.

 4. Evaluate. Which piece do you find more effective? Why? To write your 
evaluation, look back on your responses to step 2.
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Writing Critically about Visuals
Study the photograph below, and complete the following steps:

D
A

N
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A
N
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A
G

ES

 1. Read the visual. Ask yourself: What is the setting of the photo? What 
details does the photographer focus on? What seems to be the photo’s  
message? (For more information on reading visuals, see Chapter 1.)

 2. Write a narration. Write a narration paragraph or essay about what has 
happened (or is happening) in the photograph. Be as creative as you like, 
but be sure to include details and reactions from step 1. As you write,  
consider a possible purpose and audience for your essay.

Writing Critically about Problems
Read or review the discussion of problem solving in Chapter 1 (pp. 26–28). Then 
consider the following problem:

You have learned that a generous scholarship is available for low-income, 
first-generation college students. You really need the money to cover day-
care expenses while you are taking classes. (In fact, you had thought you 
would have to stop going to college for a while.) Many people have been 
applying. Part of the application is to write about yourself and why you 
deserve the scholarship.

Assignment: Write a paragraph or essay that tells your story and why you 
should be considered for the scholarship. Think about how you can make 
your story stand out. You might start with the following sentence:

Even though you will be reading applications from many first-generation 
college students, my story is a little different because . . .
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CHECKLIST

How to Write Narration

Edit & ProofreadReviseDraftPrewrite

CONSIDER THE CONTEXT AND FIND A NARROW TOPIC. (See Chapters 2 and 3.)

■ Identify your audience and purpose before choosing a topic.

■ Narrow the topic to fit the assigned genre and length.

■ Prewrite to get ideas about the nar rowed topic.

Edit & ProofreadReviseDraftPrewrite

DRAFT A TOPIC SENTENCE (PARAGRAPH) OR THESIS STATEMENT (ESSAY). 
(See Chapter 3.)

■ State what is most important to you about the topic (the main idea).

■ Make sure you can develop the main idea fully within the length specified f or
the assignment.

SUPPORT YOUR MAIN IDEA. (See Chapter 4.)

■ Come up with examples to explain your main idea to readers, including all the
major events in the story.

■ Use concrete, sensory details to make the major events come alive.

■ Consider using dialogue.

WRITE A DRAFT. (See Chapter 5.)

■ Put events in time (or chronological) order.

■ Include a topic sentence (paragraph) or thesis statement (essay) and all the
supporting events, examples, and details.

■ Add an appropriate introduction and conclusion.

Edit & ProofreadReviseDraftPrewrite

REVISE YOUR DRAFT. (See Chapter 6.)

■ Make sure it has all four basics of narration (p. 101).

■ Make sure each paragraph is unified (all ideas should r elate to the topic
sentence).

■ Make sure each paragraph is fully developed (there are enough supporting
details to demonstrate the point).

■ Make sure you include transitions to move readers smoothly from one event
or detail to the next.

Edit & ProofreadReviseDraftPrewrite

EDIT AND PROOFREAD YOUR REVISED DRAFT. (See Parts 3 and 4.)

■ Make sure grammar, word usage, and punctuation choices are clear, accurate,
and effective.

■ Check spelling and capitalization.
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Chapter 7 Review 

 1. What is narration? 

 2. List the four basics of narration. 

 3. The topic sentence in a narration paragraph or the thesis statement in a 
narration essay usually includes what two things? 

 4. What type of organization do writers of narration usually use? 

 5. List five common transitions for this type of organization. 

Chapter 7, Review
Those using Achieve 
with Real Writing, 
Ninth Edition, will 
find an auto-graded 
quiz for Chapter 7 in 
the Resources.
1. Writing that tells 
a story
2. See page 101.
3. The topic and main 
idea (what the writer 
wants to say about it)
4. Time (or 
chronological) order
5. First, next, after 
that, before, during, 
while, etc. See the 
list of common 
transitions, page 107.

Reflect and Apply Answers will vary.

 1. Have you ever written or read narration before? How does that experience 
confirm, contradict, or complicate what you have learned in this chapter?

 2. Interview someone studying in your major or working in your career. Ask how 
that person uses narration at work.

 3. What was most difficult about your writing for this chapter? What do you want 
to do differently next time?

 4. What part of your writing for this chapter was most successful? What do you 
need to remember for next time?
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